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7. Chinley to New Mills:17.4km (5hours) via Kettleshulme..p1 
Some great viewpoints on this walk which also features a stroll 
through the attractive Goyt Valley to Taxal. 

8. New Mills to Edale: 18.6 km (5½ hours) via Kinder .......p5 
An easy start on the Sett Valley Trail, then the going gets tough on 
the ascent to cross the peat groughs of Kinder Scout (compass!). 

9. Edale to Bamford: 16 km (4½ hours) via Castleton .......p8 
After crossing the Great Ridge, the highlight is the descent of 
Cavedale, then an easy stroll down the Hope Valley with good views. 

10. Bamford to Hathersage:  21 km (5 hours) via Abney ......p11 
An undulating walk with varied scenery from wooded valleys to 
heather moors. Lots of historical interest including the Eyre houses. 

11. Hathersage to Dore: 17 km (5½ hrs.) via Ringinglow ......p14 
Farmland, moorland and reservoirs feature on this walk which starts 
with a gentle climb to Stanage Edge and ends down the Limb Valley. 

12. Dore to Grindleford: 18 km (5 hours) via Moss Road ......p18 
A climb from the suburbs of Sheffield soon brings you on to bleak 
moorland. White Edge & Froggatt Edge are then the highlights. 

 
Abbreviations used: 

L = left   R = right N S E W etc. = compass directions 

LH, RH = left, right hand m = metres 

PH = Public House FP = Footpath 

DVHW = Derwent Valley Heritage Wayrly = Railway 

 

Author’s note: The walks are designed to be easily accessed by the 
rail network, with an hourly service on the Hope Valley Line. 
Timings are included on the maps to help avoid missing your train, 
but do not include stops for snacks etc. Alternatively most 
destination stations have car parks from where you can travel one 
way to the start. Train timetables are available from 
northernrail.org, and at some stations. 

Maps are not to scale and it is recommended that you carry the 
appropriate OS Dark Peak and White Peak Outdoor Leisure Maps. 
Cover picture: New Mills Station. 
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WALK 7 - 17.4 km 5 hrs 

 CHINLEY TO NEW MILLS         

����Leaving Chinley Station turn left, 
then at the main road turn right 
and continue straight down the hill 
(Green Lane WC). At the bottom 
cross the bridge then continue up 
the road past the Paper Mill Inn to 
cross over the A6 dual carriageway. 
Take the 2nd turn on the R in over 
200m up Back Eccles Lane. At a RH 
bend go ahead up a rough track, 
through a gate and at the top turn 
L at the signpost. Just before a 
gate double back R on a path with 
a fence and road on your L. This 
takes you to the viewpoint at the 
top of Eccles Pike, 370m with views 
to the N of Chinley Churn and South 
Head, and S to Combs Reservoir. 

�Descend S to the road and turn R. 
175m after Top Eccles Farm take 
the second path L over a stile and 
descend diagonally L down two 
fields towards Woodside Farm. Fol-
low the wall (signed) to the L of 
the farm, then a lane past one field  
on R, then immediately turn R 
through a gate. Cross this next field 
to a stile at the bottom RH corner 
and continue over another stile to 
the main road. Go R to the end of 
the slip road. Cross over the road 
to a path down steps which crosses 
three bridges then goes up to a 
field. Go up to the top RH corner  
through two gateposts, then follow 
the wall alongside the rly to the 
end of the next field. Turn L to 

The memorial plaque on the top of Eccles Pike 
is to George Highley Sugden, a local land-

owner, who gave part of the land on the Pike 

to the National Trust. 

There used to be a large circular topograph at 

the summit profiled in bronze showing the 
360° view. It sadly disappeared and there is 

now a smaller replacement. 

An annual Fell Race up the Pike is held in 
August and is said to be one of the oldest, 

dating back to the beginning of the century. 

The short final ascent also makes it one of the 

toughest.  

It is uncertain whether the name has any con-

nection with the town famous for its cakes. 

Chinley Station

���� 

N 
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Pike ���� 

4hr 30 
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PH 3hr 30 
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cross the rly bridge. Bear R up to 
cross a stile. Go diagonally R across 
the next field towards two large 
trees. Cross a stream near the LH 
tree and climb up through a gate. 
Turn R on a path aiming to the L of 
a line of trees, through a gate, and 
continue on a level path with a wall 
L. Near the end turn L across one 
wall stile and then across another, 
following the wall R for 600m. At 
the road cross over into a lane to 
reach another road which is crossed 
to descend to a main road at the 
Shady Oak pub. 

�Cross over to continue down 
through Folds Lane Farm, then bear 
slightly L down to a stile. Continue 
in the same direction to the very 
bottom of the field avoiding any 
bog, where you find a bridge across 
a stream leading to the River Goyt. 
At the river turn R on the valley 
path with the river on your L, then 
through Shallcross Wood, leading in 
over 1km to a gate above a bridge. 
Turn sharp left to cross the bridge, 
then climb the lane from the ford 
leading to St. James Church at 
Taxal.* 

�At the top turn L past the rectory 
drive, then immediately R signed to 
Kettleshulme. This is the start of 
the taxing climb to Taxal Edge at 
330m. Keep to the RH side of the 
first two fields, then cross the wall 
to ascend the LH side of another 
one. Cross two ladder stiles into 
Taxal Moor Road, then cross over to 

Taxal Edge 330m 

Kettleshulme

����2hr 15 

N 

*from here you can take an easier and shorter 
route by taking the Midshires Way back to 

New Mills. Total distance 15km, 4½hrs. 

Turn R at Taxal church. The path leads into a 

field. Go round the RH edge then continue 
straight ahead crossing a road into a path 

leading to Toddbrook Reservoir. Don't cross 

the dam, but bear L winding down into the 
Park at Whaley Bridge. Turn L crossing a 

bridge then continue up into Reservoir Road. 

Follow this under the rly near the station and 
cross the main street diagonally left into 

Bridge Street. Cross the river over the pedes-

trian bridge, then turn L over the old rly 
bridge into the Wharf. Go to the R of the old 

Transhipment shed, and join the RH towpath 

of the Peak Forest Canal which you follow for 
c3km as the Goyt Way. 500m after the marina 

at Furness Vale, fork R descending to cross 

the River Goyt, then turn L to follow the river 
through the Torrs Riverside Park to the Mil-

lennium Bridge. At its end go up the steep 

path to the New Mills Central Station.  

Goy
t 
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climb a permissive path up to the 
ridge. Aim to the R of four 
stunted trees to find a gate at a 
dip in the ridge wall. Pause here 
to admire the new view ahead of 
the Todd Brook Valley, and the 
Goyt Valley behind you with 
Toddbrook Reservoir & Whaley 
Bridge to the N. Continue through 
the gate on a path leading to a 
stile above a road. Turn R in 
front of a house then L on a lane 
“unsuitable for motor vehicles.” 
This becomes unsurfaced and 
leads in 600m down to 
Kettleshulme.  

�At the bottom turn R in front of 
cottages to the main road (for 
the Swan Inn continue down to 
the road then turn R), then cross 
over into Kishfield Lane. After 2½ 
mins where this bears R, keep to 
the L of a house down a track 
which crosses a bridge near the 
old Lumbhole Mill then bears R 
with woods on your L. At the end 
of buildings bear R signed Disley 
down through a gate to cross a 
footbridge. Bear L up the next 
field to the road at Cornfield 
Farm. Turn L then in 50m R up 
the track behind the farm and 
continue on it for over 1 km 
through a gate where it levels 
and the old Moorside Hotel comes 
into view. The public footpath 
through the hotel is currently 
closed, so continue over the cat-
tle grid down the drive then in 

Black Hill 
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Kettleshulme 

Cornfield Fm. 1hr 35 
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50min 

START HERE 

NB Maps pp3 & 4 start at the bottom, so north is at the top. 
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100m bear R across the lawn in 
front of the buildings to find a 
waymarked public footpath round 
the LH side. Turn L to cross a 
fence stile then follow the sign 
pointing straight up to the ridge 
of Black Hill. The official path 
heads to the highest point near 
the RH wall, but you'll probably 
want to avoid the steep climb by 
bearing L up a slanting path to a 
point 200m to the left. Which-
ever route, on a clear day you 
will be rewarded with extensive 
views over the Cheshire plain. 

�Continue along the ridge in a N 
direction alongside a wall, cross-
ing a ladder stile, for around 
750m. 200m before the bottom 
fence look for a FP on the R. This 
bears L after 2 stiles and de-
scends to cross a road. Take the 
LH path, No.37, diagonally down 
a field via two stiles. Bear left 
keeping down the valley bottom 
of a long field, cross another 
path, then eventually enter a 
track into New Mills. Turn R on 
the main road and at the traffic 
lights take the L fork A6015. This 
crosses a railway and the Peak 
Forest Canal. In 200m fork L on 
Wirksmoor Road and at its end 
continue on a path to Torr Vale 
Mill, go L down steps to cross the 
R. Goyt. Ahead is the steep climb 
to New Mills Central Station. At 
the top cross the bridge for Shef-
field trains. 

NEW MILLS 

Rocks  
Farm 

Black Hill 

Lumbhole Mill, in an attractive position on Todd 

Brook just past Kettleshulme, was a centre for the 

manufacture of Candlewick. It is home to an early 

single cylinder beam engine. It closed in 1937. 

Torr Vale Mill is a Grade II* listed former cotton 

mill. The mill was built in the late 1780s, by Daniel 

Strafford and was known as Stratford's mill. It was 

powered by two waterwheels to spin and weave 

cotton. It was rebuilt in 1856 and a steam engine  

added. It continued to be driven by steam and water 

till the 1940s when electricity took over. It was still 

in use producing towelling products until December 

2000, the longest continuous period of cotton pro-

duction in the UK.  
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WALK 8 -  NEW MILLS TO 
EDALE (18.6 km, 5 h 30m) 

�Turn L out of the Central 
Station westbound platform 
exit and after 20m descend a 
steep path down into the val-
ley into Torrs Country Park 
(see note). Turn L along the 
elevated walkway above the 
Goyt river and continue to 
where it is joined by the Sett, 
but do not cross it. Instead 
keep L along the bank of the 
Sett under rocky walls then 
keep R under a railway bridge. 
In 200m join a disused railway 
track, the Sett Valley Trail 
(beware cyclists), signed to 
Hayfield. Shortly divert, cross-
ing two roads via steps, then 
continue on the trail. In 20 
mins fork L to cross a road 
then continue to pass Birch 
Vale Reservoir on L. In 20 
more mins enter Hayfield at 
the car park (tables & WC’s). 

�Cross the A624 at the lights, 
go past the church and cross 
the river to bear R into Bank 
Street and Kinder Road. 150m 
after the road bears L, take a 
bridleway (Snake Path) on the 
L which bends R then climbs 
up for 1km through four kiss-
ing gates. The path levels and 
Kinder comes into view. Near 
a shooting lodge at a metal 
sign fork R then L on a path 
along White Brow above 

Torrs Country Park: A spectacular gorge at the conflu-

ence of the Goyt and Sett rivers and surely one of Derby-

shire’s best kept secrets. Where once the water powered 

various mills for corn, linen and paper there is now left the 

remains of cottages built into the rock face and the crum-

bling Torr Vale Mill. Alongside there is now a magnificent 

steel walkway built for the Millennium over the largest 

weir on the R. Goyt. On the site of another old mill by the 

confluence is a new Hydro-electric plant with explanatory 

notices, well worth a short diversion from the path. 

HAYFIELD 
4h 15m 

NEW MILLS 
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Kinder Reservoir. It descends 
after bearing L at a fork into 
William Clough. 

�Continue up the clough 
criss-crossing the stream, 
climbing steeply up the R side 
at one point. A rocky section 
L is best negotiated early. Af-
ter 1km you climb steps up to 
520m and bear R on stone 
slabs to join the Pennine Way. 
There is a steep ascent ini-
tially then the well trodden 
path follows the W edge of 
Kinder in a SE direction. In 
just over 1km you reach 
Kinder Downfall, spectacular 
in wet weather, where the R. 
Kinder comes off the moor. 

In bad visibility or after heavy rain, 
it is best to continue on the signed 
Pennine Way back to Edale, an extra 
2km. 

�The shorter way crosses the 
river then follows it upstream 
turning SE to Kinder Gates, a 
narrow section between 
rocks. You may find it easier 
to use the river bed in places. 
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Mill 
Hill 

Pennine Way 
2h 50m  

Bowden Bridge, Hayfield was the starting point of 

the Mass Trespass on Kinder Scout led by Benny 

Rothman on 24 April 1932. Frustrated in the battle 

for the Right to Roam the countryside, a group of 

400 ramblers from the British Workers Sport Fed-

eration advanced up William Clough towards Kinder 

where they were confronted by the Duke of Devon-

shire’s gamekeepers. One keeper was slightly hurt in 

a scuffle, but the ramblers pressed on to the top and 

met up with another group from Edale. They re-

turned victorious, but five were arrested and subse-

quently jailed for up to six months. This however 

unleashed a huge wave of public sympathy, eventu-

ally leading to the Access to the Countryside Act and 

the creation of our National Parks. 
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 Kinder 
Downfall 

EDALE 

Edale 
Station 

In another 450m at a cairn 
turn L where it splits. At the 
next cairn bear slightly R, then 
leave the stream bed for a 
path on the R. Where this 
bears away from the stream 
start heading SE across the 
peat bog. Divert a little to the 
higher ground on the R to 
avoid the deeper groughs. Pa-
tience is needed to avoid any 
deep bog. Persevere in this 
direction - if rocks appear 
ahead you have reached the 
start of Crowden Brook. Ini-
tially keep well R of the main 
stream to skirt the side 
groughs. A semblance of a 
path appears which leads into 
the path down the stream bed 
with the rocks of Crowden 
Tower on the R.  

�As the brook reaches the 
edge, keep L on the obvious 
path E along this southern 
edge of Kinder. In under 1 km 
you will see on the R a stone-
slabbed path which heads to 
the short steep climb up 
Grindslow Knoll, 601m. From 
this viewpoint over the Edale 
Valley head SE to an obvious 
path, steep at first to a gate, 
then down  bending R into a 
gully. Through a gate bear L 
down the field towards the 
church to re-join the Pennine 
Way to its southern end at 
Edale PO shop. Turn R and 
reach the station in 600m. 

R.
 K
in
de
r 

Crowden 
Tower    

���� 

Pennine Way 

Peat 
Groughs 

� 

Moors for the Future Project: 

Acid air pollution and other 

factors have denuded peat 

moors like Kinder of all 

vegetation. This project aims 

to restore the moorland with 

large scale planting schemes 

of grasses, heather, moss and 

shrubs. The water table also 

needs to be lifted and this is 

achieved by damming the 

water gullies to slow drainage 

from the moor. While restora-

tion takes place, crossing the 

moor can involve circuitous 

detours unless signed paths 

are created. Careful use of 

map and compass is needed. 

1hr 5m 
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WALK 9 -  EDALE TO  
BAMFORD 16 km 4½hrs 

�Leaving Edale Station past 
the café, turn L up the road 
past the Rambler pub, then 
80m past the Moorland Visitor 
Centre turn off R by a ceme-
tery to cross Grindsbrook. Go 
through a gate into the field 
and turn R by the brook. 
Ahead is a view of the Great 
Ridge from Lose Hill to Lord’s 
Seat. At the third field go R 
under the railway then bear L 
to cross the next field to a 
fenced off path to the road. 
Cross over to a track across 
the R. Noe, through a gate, 
then start climbing past a 
barn on the R. In 200m bear R 
up a path signed to Hollins 
Cross, up steps to a gate.  The 
way climbs steeply at first 
then bears L on a well worn 
path up to the ridge at Hollins 
Cross. (Tom Hyett memorial.) 

�Here, after admiring the 
view, go through the gate, 
and turn R on the minor path 
below Mam Tor. Descend to a 
stile into trees, then turn R 
behind Mam Farm and R along 
the farm track to reach the 
hairpin on the old trunk road 
to Sheffield. Cross through a 
gate and continue on the 
cracked tarmac up to another 
gate into a car park with 
seats if you want a stop to 

Blue John Mine: This cavern is part natural, part mine-

workings, and contains natural chambers, veins of Blue 

John, fossils and stalactites and stalagmites. It descends a 

long series of steps to reach a large chamber known as 

Crystallised Cavern, which is followed by Lord Mulgrave's 

Dining-Room and the Variegated Cavern, all of which con-

tain fine formations and interesting minerals. 

Blue John, a form of fluorite, is Britain’s rarest mineral first 

discovered at Castleton by the Romans almost 2000 years 

ago. And these are the world’s only known deposits of this 

extremely rare and beautiful stone. During excavations at 

Pompeii two vases of Blue John Stone were supposedly 

unearthed, evidence that the Romans not only discovered the 

stone but also appreciated it for its ornamental value. The 

Cavern is home to 8 of the 14 known veins of the mineral. 

The name Blue John derives from the French Bleu Jaune 

meaning Blue Yellow, descriptive of its colour. 

The cavern is open all year with restrictions in winter. 

����EDALE STA. 
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admire the view down the valley. 
Take the road L down to the Blue 
John Mine, pass R* in front of the 
shop (refreshments) to join a 
path which climbs to go L of Win-
nats Head Farm near the top of 
the pass. Turn R along the road 
crossing to the LHS before a junc-
tion then in 110m turn L through 
a gate along a surfaced track. 

*To avoid Cavedale in slippery conditions  
turn L at Blue John to follow the alter-
native route via the caverns to Castleton 
shown on the map on page 8. 

�This continues for over 1km 
passing a farm on the L, through 
a gate, and finally bending L to a 
path crossing at another gate. 
Here turn L through gates along 
the waymarked Limestone Way 
and after crossing a field diago-
nally, bear R to follow the route 
down Cavedale. Through a gate-
way you see Peveril Castle. Here 
the path is rocky, steep and 
usually wet. Take care not to 
slip, and avoid in ice. At the bot-
tom you enter Castleton. 

�Bear L then keep R through 
Market Place down Back Street, 
past the church on your L. Take 
care as you join the main road 
which bends R. Follow it for 400m 
to a FP R on a track signed to 
Hope. The path continues for 
1½km, initially by the stream, 
bearing up R to a series of stiles 
across fields to a railway cross-
ing. It then goes above the 

Peveril Castle: is a protected Scheduled Ancient 

Monument, meaning that it is considered to be a 

‘nationally important’ archaeological site or historic 

building. 

Following the Norman Conquest, William I ordered 

castles to be erected up and down the country, with 

Peveril Castle believed to be among the first. It is 

actually named after his son William Peverel who was 

granted Royal Manors of the Peak. 

The castle was then built in 1080, its chosen site being 

both reasonably inaccessible and easily defendable. 

The original structure was built from wood, but re-

built with stone around 1175, and this is essentially 

the building that you can see today. In 1155, Peverel 

the Younger fell to dishonour with King Henry II, who 

confiscated the estate. The castle has belonged to the 

crown or the Duchy of Lancaster ever since, and is 

now in the care of English Heritage. It is open to the 

public with access up a steep climb from the visitor 

centre in Castleton. Ack. www.castleton.co.uk   

HOPE 1hr 20 

CASTLETON 
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stream before reaching the 
quarry road out of Hope. Turn L 
then in 50m R up Eccles Lane for 
100m to another signed path L to 
Brough. The path climbs through 
a gateway on to a ridge with a 
fence on your R. Follow this all 
the way down to a bridge, then 
keep ahead up to an old gate-
way. This marks the site of 
Navio, an old Roman Fort. Bear R 
down the field to a kissing gate 
near the road at Brough. 

�Turn L and in 200m just before 
the  R. Noe bridge, climb a wall 
stile on the R to a FP. Bear R 
across a field to a stile, follow 
the waymark climbing to go R of 
pine trees to reach another stile 
at the top. The marked way is 
across the next field then L along 
the edge to the far LH corner. 
Through the gate turn L on 
Townfield Lane, bearing R on the 
signed path with the sunken lane 
on your L for 600m (passing to 
the L of a barn). Here cross the 
lane via steps. The path then 
crosses 3 fields via stiles into a 
private road in Shatton. Go down 
this, bearing L to reach the main 
A6187 after crossing the Noe. 
Cross over on to a track (DVHW) 
under the railway. Turn L follow-
ing the field edge round to a 
stile. Turn R in front of a large 
house on a straight lane which 
crosses the Derwent on to Sta-
tion Rd. Cross and turn R then In 
300m bear L to Bamford Station. 

 

Navio Roman Fort: This rectangular fort with an 

area of 2¼ acres was established in Flavian times, but 

by the time of Hadrian the ditches had silted-up which 

is a sure indication that the fort had been abandoned 

by the military. The site was re-occupied during the 

Antonine period, and a new fort built of stone, with a 

six foot stone wall which was probably backed by an 

earthen rampart. This rebuilding is attested on an 

inscription of governor Julius Verus which was later 

smashed and buried in debris around AD196/7 which 

possibly indicates that the fort was destroyed by 

enemy forces. The strong-room in the centre of the fort 

was rebuilt shortly afterwards during the rule of 

Severus, and by 343 this room was used to store a 

number of altar stones, which were still in situ when 

excavated, together with a number of C4th coins. 

A section across the south defences conducted in 1969 

revealed a triple-ditch system: 

Inner: 14ft (c.4.3m) wide & 6ft (c.1.8m) deep,  

Central: 12ft (c.3.7m) wide & 5ft (c.1.5m) deep. 

Outer: 5ft (c.1.5m) wide & 2&fracc12;ft (c.0.8m) 

deep, lying some 25 feet (7.6m) outside the inner pair. 
[Ack: www.Roman-Britain.org]  

HOPE 

Station 
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WALK 10 -  BAMFORD to 
HATHERSAGE 19km, 5 hr 

�Leaving Bamford Station 
turn L along the road, then 
immediately R through two 
stone pillars on to Mytham 
Bridge. At the end turn R 
across a footbridge near the 
confluence of the Derwent 
and Noe rivers. Walk past the 
garden centre, then cross 
carefully to a narrow lane on 
the L signed Shatton over the 
Noe. The road bears R then in 
400m, at a ford sign, take the 
L fork to climb up Shatton 
Lane. Follow the lane for 1km 
bearing L then R to pass a ra-
dio mast. The lane becomes a 
by-way as it curves S round 
Shatton Edge. After 12 mins, 
through a gate, the by-way 
bends L then loops R across 
moorland to pass through an-
other gate in a further 8 mins. 
Turn L down a walled lane 
signed towards Abney. 

�In Abney, turn R at the T-
junction and in 100m go L on 
a FP signed Nether Bretton 
which descends to cross a nar-
row bridge. The path goes up 
through two small gates, di-
agonally crosses a field to a 
stile, then heads through a 
gate to the left of Cockey 
Farm. Follow the red flashed 
footpath signs, bearing R off 
the track to a wall stile, and 

Cockey Farm was the birthplace of William Newton in 

1750. Born the son of a carpenter, he acclaimed fame as a 

poet and became known as the ‘Minstrel of the Peak’. 

William later became manager of Cressbrook Mill.  

Mompesson’s Well:- Named after the rector of Eyam 

during the Plague which came to the village in 1665. It is a 

spring covered by a gritstone slab, and is where food and 

medical supplies were left by neighbouring villagers and 

the Eyam villagers left money. Showing a prescient aware-

ness of how diseases are transmitted, Mompesson would 

leave the money in the water, adding vinegar as a disinfec-

tant, so the Plague would not be passed to the recipients. 
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then L across a wall near a 
seat. You then descend into 
the valley, Bretton Clough. 
Cross two bridges at the bot-
tom then in 150m turn L after 
a tree at a path crossing. Fol-
low the way (indistinct at 
first) down the RH side of the 
Clough. This winds L and R, 
then through stone gateposts 
turn L to go along a wall curv-
ing R up a side valley. Cross 
the stream and continue down 
this peaceful valley for 1km on 
the now obvious route keeping 
L of a ruined barn at a fork.  

�Just before the wide de-
scent to bridges at Stoke Ford, 
double back R on a path which 
zig-zags steeply upwards to 
join a wall on your L. Cross a 
wall stile by a gate and con-
tinue beside the wall round to 
the L to cross another wall 
stile by a gate to find a path 
junction. Take the LH path 
signed Eyam Moor heading 
through the heather with a 
wall on the L.  After 20 mins 
reach a stile on to William Hill 
Road with its landmark radio 
mast near the summit. To visit 
Mompesson’s Well, go down the road 
ahead for 800m then return. 

� Go left through a gate in 
the wall. Take the RH FP, 
which follows a wire fence on 
the R initially, descending 
Eyam Moor through the 
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�Otherwise turn L and before 
the corner join a level track, sur-
faced as far as a farm. Through 2 
gates it becomes grassy for 4 
fields to a metal gate into coni-
fer woods.  Follow the fenced 
path down to a stile then turn 
immediately R over Highlow 
Brook. Climb up the other side to 
cross a wall stile out of the 
woods. Follow the line of trees 
up the field to reach the road at 
Highlow Hall. 

�Turn R then in 50m go L to join 
a lane down past Dunge Wood. 
Continue up the lane to the top, 
where a stone in the field on the 
L is Robin Hood’s Stoop. Here 
there is a good view of Stanage 
Edge across the valley, and be-
low Stanage Plantation you can 
see North Lees Hall. The lane 
then winds down through Offer-
ton Hall. After the last bend, 
take a fenced FP R which then 
descends two fields in a sunken 
grass track. Cross a stile to a 
signpost by the River Derwent at 
stepping stones. Don’t cross 
these, but turn R along the bank 
on the DVHW. After 30 mins, 
passing through Goose Nest 
Wood, arrive at Leadmill Bridge 
to cross the river. Follow the 
road under the railway then 
Hathersage Station road is just 
on your R. 

Highlow Hall, said to be the most haunted house in 

Derbyshire, was the home of Robert Eyre in around 

1400 AD.. He built seven more halls for each of his 

sons, all within sight of Highlow, including Hazelford  

and Offerton both passed on this walk. North Lees 

and Moorseats above Hathersage are two more often 

passed on walks in the area. The others were Shatton,  

Nether Shatton and Crookhill. 

The Eyre family arrived in England with William the 

Conqueror, and were rewarded with lands in the 

Hope Valley. They acquired great influence and 

wealth, partly by marrying off their sons to wealthy 

heiresses. However, as Catholics, their influence 

gradually declined after the Reformation. 

Highlow was once the home of a family called 

Archer, but then passed on to the Eyre family through 

the marriage of one of two sisters. Nicholas Eyre was 

betrothed to the elder sister, but in true fairytale style 

he shifted his attentions to the younger sister. On 

finding out that her intended husband had become 

her intended brother-in-law, the heartbroken girl 

fled, never to be heard of again, apart that is from the 

occasional spectral visitation on the stairs of the Hall 

when she is said to curse Nicholas for his adulterous 

deed. She is also said to have foretold the downfall of 

the Eyre empire. However, this was not enough to 

appease the poor girl’s soul and the ‘white lady of 

Highlow’ is still said to appear from time to time, 

crossing the courtyard and ascending the oak stair-

case with a rustle of skirts and petticoats.  

The Eyre name is perhaps most famous from the 

novel “Jane Eyre” being used by its author Charlotte 

Brontë. She visited North Lees Hall several times in 

1845, and it became the model for Thornfield in the 

novel (Thorn being an anagram of north and lee 

meaning a field). Moorseats is probably Moor House 

in Jane Eyre, belonging to Thomas Eyre at the time. 

NB If you arrive early at Hathersage Station, con-

tinue along the main road into the village where there 

is a variety of shops, cafés and pubs. 

Ack: Peakdistrictonline 

Robin Hood’s Stoop: An old boundary stone, per-

haps originally a medieval cross on Offerton Moor. 

Later alleged to be the place from which Robin Hood 

shot an arrow into Hathersage Churchyard over 

2000 yards away. In this context,  stoop means 'post'.  

heather for over 25 mins to a 
gate on to a road. Go L down 
the road to a LH sharp bend. 
Descend the field ahead 
steeply to join the road over a 
stile by Hazelford Hall. To 
shorten the walk, turn R down the 
road, then L at the bottom to Lead-
mill Bridge reaching the station in 22 
mins. and saving 5 km.  
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WALK 11 - HATHERSAGE 
TO DORE.  17km, 5½ hr 

�Walk along the road from 
Hathersage Station towards 
the village, and continue on 
the main road for 120m. At a P 
sign bear R then walk through 
the car park to a snicket. This 
leads past a chapel to the 
main street with WCs oppo-
site. Cross over and turn R to 
pass to the L of the NatWest 
up a narrow street to Hall Cot-
tage gate. Turn L along Baulk 
Lane. Follow this for 1 km 
across a cattle grid and 
through three gateways, then 
before farm buildings bear L 
on a signed path down to a 
wicket gate. The path contin-
ues past Brookfield Manor to 
reach a gate into Birley Lane. 

�Cross over through another 
gate into a field on the path 
which loops round to the far 
LH corner. North Lees Hall can 
be seen up to the right. Enter 
a wood called The Warren 
through a gate and after 150m 
turn L over a bridge. (You can 
short cut to avoid stepping stones 
by keeping R) The path climbs 
straight up out of the wood 
through two more gates to-
wards Green’s House Farm. 
Cross a bridge to aim for a 
stile in the wall ahead, then 
at the signpost turn R towards 
Stanage via North Lees. The 

Brookfield Manor: This was built in the 16th/17th centu-

ries and reputedly has a date stone 1656 over a blocked 

doorway. It was extended around 1825 when it was given 

a gothic façade and there are now modern extensions 

which incorporate a conference centre. Brookfield Manor 

was ‘Vale Hall’ in the book ‘Jane Eyre’ written by Char-

lotte Bronte when she stayed with her friend at Hather-

sage. ‘Morton’ was based on Hathersage itself. Ack: 

peakdistrictonline 

Romano-British Settlement: There are five terraces going 

down the valley side built to support rows of timber build-

ings and this was a Romano British village. Pottery from 

the period, around 2000 years ago, has been excavated 

along with a grinding stone proving that crops were 

cultivated here.  

The inhabitants were probably descendants of the iron age 

families  who were  living in the  Peak 

District when the Romans invaded. See p10 for details of 

the Roman fort near Hope. Source: Moors for the Future 

Audio Trail. 

North Lees Hall: See page 13 for details about the Eyre 

family houses. It now belongs to Vivat-Trust.org. 

� 

HATHERSAGE 

Brookfield 
Manor 

North Lees 

Stanage Edge 

� 

�  
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waymarked path descends to 
stepping stones across a 
stream (before which you can 
divert L round an attractive 
reservoir). Across the stones 
go through a gate following 
the path up through fields. At 
a kink in the path, a standing 
stone marks a terrace where 
once stood an ancient 
Romano-British settlement. 
You pass above North Lees 
Hall, then after the second 
gate the path levels, and goes 
to a track up through woods 
above a stream to the road 
below Stanage Edge. Before 
the top turn L towards a toilet 
block. 

�Cross over the road and find 
a bridleway up to a gate in the 
middle of Stanage Plantation 
ahead. Continue through the 
trees bearing L. The path 
leaves the wood through a 
gate, continues forward and 
becomes rocky and steeper as 
it ascends Stanage Edge. At 
the top go R then in 100m be-
fore a wall stile bear L signed 
Redmires between two stone 
posts, to join the rough bridle-
way heading E by NE to Sta-
nedge Pole. Continue on the 
track and start to descend on 
a pavement with woods on 
your L towards Redmires Res-
ervoirs. 

Stanedge Pole is a way-marker on a medieval packhorse 

road known as the Long Causey which runs west from 

Sheffield. It was also used for centuries as a boundary 

marker between the parishes of Sheffield, Hathersage and 

Ecclesfield. The Causey may have been the line of a Roman 

road from Templeborough Roman fort to the fort at Navio. 

Redmires Reservoirs are a group of three fed from the 

Hallam Moors by various small streams and are named 

Upper, Middle and Lower. They date from the mid-19th 

century and were built to provide clean drinking water via 

a Water Course down to Barker's Pool 5½ miles away 

following the devastating Sheffield cholera epidemic of 

1832.  Ack: Wikipedia. 
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�At the bottom, turn R 
through a squeezer stile round 
the reservoir to cross a bridge 
with metal railings. Turn R 
over a stile to climb on a 
permissive path towards a 
boulder field. Here the path 
bends L and levels off, 
heading E with views over the 
dams and Bradfield moors 
beyond. At a boggy patch, 
bear R to a waymark post and 
resume the path which 
crosses one or two more wet 
areas before heading up to a 
ladder stile. Across this keep 
ahead through grazing land to 
cross another stile at a wall 
corner. Descend alongside the 
wall with great views over 
Sheffield on a clear day. Go 
through a gate and continue 
to Fulwood Lane. Turn R but 
in 150m leave the lane R on a 
fenced Public FP to Brown 
Edge Farm. The way goes 
through the farm and bears R 
with a wall on the right 
through disused quarries. 
Cross a stile by a gate and 
bear R, then in 55m go L by a 
stone on a path round the 
hillocks through the heather 
to a waymark post. Bear R to 
take the signed track S to 
Ringinglow Road. 

�Cross over to a bridle track 
with Lady Canning Plantation 
on the L. (At the high point of 

Redmires 
Reservoirs 

3 hrs 
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Quarry 
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1 hr 5m 
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Ringinglow: The Limb Brook once marked the boundary 

between the Saxon kingdoms of Mercia and Northumbria 

and Ringinglow is identified as once being a heap of 

stones on the boundary. In fact the boundary remained as 

the border of Yorkshire and Derbyshire into the 20th 

century. Ringinglow Road was constructed as a turnpike 

between Sheffield and Buxton, and the octagonal “Round 

House” built c1778 at the end of Houndkirk Road was the 

toll house.  Ack: Wikipedia. 

1h 30m 

2h15m 

Alt. 
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the heather moor to your R are the 
unusual Ox Stones, and it maybe 
worth a diversion to visit these. You 
could also divert L through the 
plantation to Ringinglow if time is 
pressing.) Else resume the track, 
forking L just after the end of 
the trees to curve L down to the 
unsurfaced Houndkirk Road. Here 
turn L and in 10 mins join the 
surfaced road into Ringinglow, 
but in the dip before the Round 
House turn R on a path signed 
Sheffield Round Walk. Follow this 
attractive route down the Limb 
Valley through woodland keeping 
the stream on your R (using the 
Round Walk signs) for 30 mins to 
a lay-by off the A625 at Whirlow 
Bridge just after a lake. 

�Cross over carefully at the RH 
exit from the lay-by to continue 
on the Round Walk path down 
the LHS of a sports field (easier 
than the path through the 
woods). At the bottom re-enter 
woodland through a wall and 
follow signs for Abbeydale Road 
South or Sheffield Round Walk on 
a kerbed path. You follow the 
Limb Brook bending R then L 
crossing footbridges. 30 mins 
after crossing the A625, emerge 
on to Abbeydale Road at Limb 
Bridge. Turn R and in 200m 
arrive at Dore and Totley Station 
on your left. 

RINGINGLOW 
1hr 05 

����    
Whirlow 
Bridge 35m 
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Bird 
Sanctuary 

The route down the Limb Valley is part of the Shef-

field Round Walk, a 22 km way-marked walk. It 

starts from Hunters Bar along the Porter valley to 

Ringinglow. It then follows our route to Abbeydale 

Road, climbs through Ladies Spring Wood to Graves 

Park, goes through the Gleadless valley, Meersbrook 

Park and Chelsea Park, then returns to Hunters Bar.  

Sports 
Field 

Sheffield 

A625 
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WALK 12 - DORE TO 
GRINDLEFORD.   

18 km 5 hr 467m				 

�Exit the single platform at Dore 
Station and immediately turn L 
along a pathway to a road. Turn L 
to cross the railway, then imme-
diately take a FP R over a stile. 
Climb up then bear R close to a 
metal fence over the top of a 
tunnel, then take a fairly level 
path through Poynton Wood. Ig-
nore paths which climb up or de-
scend to houses, then in 7 mins 
the main path descends to a 
bridge to reach Abbeydale Road. 
Cross over to the R of Totley Rise 
Church and go along Grove Road 
for 250m. Cross the railway via a 
footbridge on the R, then go L 
along Totley Brook Rd until just 
before the bend you find a public 
FP on the L. This follows the 
brook on the R past the entrance 
to Totley Grove House, then at 
bridges keep L to a kissing gate. 
Follow the path by the wall to 
Hill Foot Road. 

�Turn L then R on Penny Lane 
before the Crown PH. Continue 
to the Cricketers PH just beyond 
which a FP crosses the cricket 
field to the far corner. Turn L on 
the lane for 100m then R to start 
the climb of Moss Road. At the 
first bend take a FP on the L and 
continue straight up two fields 
over waymarked stiles. The path 
climbs now more steeply through 

Longshaw 
NT 

Air Shaft 

The Totley Tunnel is 5700m long, and is the longest 

non-electrified railway tunnel in England. It was 

constructed between 1888 and 1892 by Thomas 

Oliver, but the work was hampered with much flood-

ing from underground springs and poor working 

conditions. Half way along, a natural cavern was 

discovered and an air shaft was installed from it. 

The Duke of Rutland decreed that there be only one 

such shaft on his grouse moors, and you pass this on 

the walk. Ack. Wikipedia. 
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the heather. Near the top, turn 
round and pause to admire the 
view over Sheffield. At the top go 
L rejoining Moss Road, now a 
track, passing through a gateway. 
Keep to the main track and con-
tinue to climb Wimble Holme Hill 
across bleak moorland. In 800m, 
just after the highest point, the 
track bends L (ignore the way-
marked route ahead) to pass to 
the L of a large air shaft from the 
railway tunnel below. In another 
800m you reach the A625 at a 
junction. 

�Cross over to a path in the 
Longshaw Estate which soon goes 
to a viewpoint, then descends 
steps to a track. Turn L and then 
take the LH fork up to the white 
gate back to the A625. Cross over 
the triangle to another white 
gate opposite, but go through the 
two wicket gates to the L of this. 
The path follows a fence on the R 
to go to the L of a small wood, 
(see note) then heads away from 
the fence. In 500m it bears L and 
soon the expanse of White Edge 
appears ahead. (Here you can 
shorten the walk by turning R before 
a wall signed down to the Grouse 
Inn: see next page.) You follow the 
edge for nearly 3 km, and at the 
360m high point have excellent 
views over the Derwent Valley 
and Froggatt Edge below. In 2km 
ignore a L fork to a trig point and 
continue above enclosure walls. 
At the end of these turn R signed 

Curbar 
Gap CP 
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Below the wood before White Edge is White Edge 

Lodge. This was used as Moor House in the opening 

scene of the recent film version of Jane Eyre starring 

Mia Wasikowska, and was the home of St. John Rivers 

and his sisters. It was once a gamekeepers cottage on 

the Duke of Rutland’s estate, but now belongs to the 

National Trust. It can be rented as a holiday cottage. 

Ack: Film locations of Jane Eyre. 
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 Curbar Gap. Drop down then bear 
slightly L towards the car park. 

�Go through the car park, turn R 
up steps, turn L to go up through 
a gate on to a path which follows 
Curbar Edge. For the best views 
keep close to the edge, though at 
times the main path veers away 
from it. It again continues for 3 
km passing above Froggatt village 
where it becomes Froggatt Edge. 
After 2 km pass through a gate 
into light woodland. There is a 
viewpoint on rocks to the left, 
then the path drops to the A625. 

�Cross carefully to find a path 
just up the road through a gate 
which descends to a stream 
crossing. Climb up into Hay Wood 
then in 40m, just past a tree, 
fork L down past a gate. Then 
fork R on a fairly level path 
through the woods above Nether 
Padley. You slowly drop down to 
join Tedgness Road. At its end is 
the Grindleford Road. Cross over 
and continue direction for 30m to 
find a gap in the wall. The path 
here descends to Grindleford 
Station coming out near the café. 

Short cut: descend to the Grouse Inn 
and take the FP to the L of the car 
park across 3 fields to enter Hay 
Wood. Go ahead, bearing R to 
descend between rocks to a path and 
turn R. You are now on the path 
above Nether Padley on the main 
route. Saves over 2 hours. 
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Froggatt Edge is frequented by rock climbers. Joe 

Brown devised two well known classic routes in the 

late 1940s, Sunset Slab (HVS 4b) and Three Pebble 

Slab (HVS 5a). Whilst the climbing is not difficult, a 

fall from either climb (particularly Sunset Slab) would 

result in injuries. 

One of the best-known climbs at Froggatt Edge is 

"Downhill Racer", a smooth and near-vertical 17 m 

(50 ft) slab of gritstone. It was first climbed in 1977 

by Pete Livesey and represented a breakthrough in 

that it combined difficulty with real danger: there is 

no suitable crack in the rock in which to place protec-

tion (to anchor a rope), so a climber who slips from 

the small finger holds will hit the ground. It is now 

graded E4 6a.  Wikipedia.org 
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Froggatt Edge - Walk 12 Limb Valley - Walk 11 

Kinder Gates—Walk 8 

Kinder Reservoir from above Hayfield - Walk 8 

Cavedale & Peveril Castle - Walk 9 

Lumbhole Mill - Walk 7 

Highlow Hall - Walk 10 
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